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The Virtue of Seeking Knowledge

Mudadh i bn Jabal radiallahu déanhu said that
sai d: - &awladge)iforlearning itis a type of Khashyah (fear) of Allah, seeking it

is an act of worship, studying it is a type of Tasbih (glorification of Allah), searching for it is
Jihad, teaching it to those who do not know it is charity and delivering it to those worthy of it

an act of drawing closer (to Allah).

Knowledge is the reference guide to the allowed and disallowed, a light on the path for the
people of Paradise, the companion during loneliness, the friend during estrangement, the con-
verser during seclusion, the guide in times of ease and times of difficulty, a weapon to use
against the enemies and the quality that is valued by friends. Allah elevates some people by
knowledge to the ranks of leaders in righteousness who are followed, their actions imitated and
their opinions referred to. The angels long to attend their gatherings) of learning knowledge)
and shade them with their wings.

Everything wet or dry, the fish in the sea and its creatures, beasts of prey and cattle that live
on land and invoke Allah to forgive them (people of knowledge). Verily, this is because IIm is
the life of the hearts against ignorance and lamps of the eyes against darkness. With knowledge
the slave reaches the ranks of the righteous and the elevated grades in this life and the hereaf-
ter. Thinking about knowledge is equivalent to Siyam and studying it is equivalent to Qiyam.

With knowledge, ties of kinship are kept and the allowed and prohibited become distin-
guished. It is the Imam (Leader) of all actions and all actions follow its lead. Only the happy
ones are endowed with knowledge while the m

Mother Daughter Lunch Review

This year the nMY¥®R usiedt @rhdes orMot her Dau
of planning was put into the event, an
ter they knew or ran into. The program started at 12:00 PM, and an introduction and
welcome was given by one of the sisters, after which there was a fashion show which
included all of the participates who signed up when registering for the event. The
fashion show consisted of shalwar kameez, langas, and Arabic clothing. After an en-
tertaining game of hot potato, lunch was served. After which both aunties and girls
were encouraged to visit the gym area to participate in games like, musical chairs,
opin the crescent on the mosque, 6 tug
hunt for the children. There were some doubts voiced about whether or not aunties
would actually want to play the games, but it was proven by this event, that aunties
could have possibly had more fun the youth. Prizes where handed out to winners of
every game, and after a while, no one really cared about the prizes, rather about hav-
ing fun. This event is probably the most entertaining and fun event for the MYGD

girls to put together, because by the time the event is over we are not complaining
about our feet or clothes, rather we are complaining that the guests left to early, and
we wished the could have stayed longer. This year was a success and inshallah next
year will be bigger and better.

4



The Parentsodo Rol e: Bringir
By Yousuf Jukaku, MYGD Ameer

|l 6ve heard t he an stime Anoblejustfitalior, scsdoubihene s |,

but 1t stild]l s h o ¢ k s pamests shaultlye agplauded ot tiseir emd-n 6 t |
me .Aad the question may surprise less struggles in supporting the clilat

you. No , it wasnodt o0 Cawhergdoas alldchatrhad worl thdt eeds to
movies with us | at e bedone gorwhed Dechild asks if theyrcan t o
pl ay ball wi tlhway s F participatg in aniafgehsch®dad activity (one

0Can you come to thehbhal wghl afaeseMabhbr sbuc
at t he Whgwould ahy?parents accepted into collegelNdwhere, | pre-
limit their children from becoming stronger sume.Obviously, when parents are willing
Muslims or spending time at the masjid? to make the extra effort for their children,
|l 6ve never found twhoer ka ncsawne rt.a kMpa yab eb atchkesye a t
feel that their ki dsfforinmvaivesapplarentlyaubirhpertanto hand |
their schoolwork if they come to the masjid things, like religion.
too often. So how can you explainthatyear One more excuse i1 s tha
after year, the most active MYGD memberghink it is useless to come to the masjid so
are almost always also at the top of their o f t &ms.is&the one that needs to be ad-
class? Why did f our dres$ed immesliatep bedran& sombooe r d
members attend one of the most prestigious/ho believes this is not only completely
colleges in Michigan, the University of wrong from an Islamic perspective, but is
Michigand Ann Arbor? al so being completely nc:
Perhaps the aforementioned parents feéb think that a Muslim child can get through
that they dondt wa n hightsdhaliunscathédiwithdut & stvondce-c o me
too extreme; they want them to be moderatele of Muslim friends to lean on and remind
Americans, and good citizens. And in that them of the straight path. 5 ve seen cou
respect, they are corre¢te Muslim less peers of mine succumb to peer pressure
should always take the middle p&tht, a simply because their part
few extra hours at the masjid hardly makesthat Islam should be a main priorithen,
one extremeNot allowing your child to when the parents found out about what kind
come to the masjid to study Islam can be of things their child was doing, the child was
considered extreme also, just on the oppo-punished, but to no avaleople choose
site side And some scholars even allow  who they want to be at a young age; and
children to disobey their parents if the par- when there is no one around to show them
ents are stopping them from fulfilling the  the examples of the Prophet (S), they turn to
Sunnah, such as coming to the masjid for other role models that they find.
prayer.Not to mention that the Prophet (S) So the next time your son or daughter
was the best citizen, and coming to the massks you if they can go the halaga after
jid to learn from his teachings can only im- Maghrib on Monday (brothers) or Friday
prove our character and behavior. (sisters), stop and think before you give the
Another excuse is that parents are too answer.Because you may be changing your
busy to drive their child to the masjidallthec hi | dds | i fe forever.
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A Riddle As Old as
Adam (A)

Marium Zafar
By anu ala It defines the genesis of all

It is the eye that sees shades, the creat~|on .
heart is colorblind | t 6s beauti ful and | as

Both see the be al‘p]z?ggh PIRYEY ag%fﬁ%?]?ck

made; only one truly finds st of all, throug

it all and thin,

Because there is something puls- :houtgh our colors be con-
g In the heart itr?)ill;r/]gs,ees the beauty within
Polarizing the darkness the eye What is it2

can not part

What pushed the soldiers at

It lives in you Bad

You only live through it Ba fy dving faith?

You only see through it ut undying faith : :
|t doesnét see a\(/gYhdaatllcauses bel i ef I n
Whatis it? But trusting blind faith?

hisSalam,
And pulses till now but our
faith in Islam?

It will never end
You will choose your foes
It will choose your friends

e
What is it My companion is white.

My companion is black.

Some teeming and full

Of what the rest of us lack

Each one of my friends

more fine than the next

édoes it matter at all
Only God knows whods b

It flows through History

It flows through Blood

It flows through Hurricanes

It flows through Floods

It pushes migrations of endless
nations



Sabr vs. Shukr
A. Amatullah

There are two stages in EVERY- who is NOT tested with health and prosperity
BODYds | ife: when go todneaswse hbvatipapkiiltheynage withadhose h e m
and when bad is happening to them. During two things.
the good times, one must do shukr to Allah The third reality is that patience must hap-
6azawajal; and dur i n genfrdmehe begytbeginningea s | eoce WO
have sabr. With sabr comaafewshbusloradaytateaTh@Rraptseeb n 0 s
life, he will have NO worries, inshallah. Muhammad salallahu alayhi wasallam said that

The Prophet Muhammad salallahu alayhi sabr id only REAL sabr when it is practiced at
wasallam said that athefirsahitobfthemews. of a mudmi n ar
good for hinfi if something good happens, he  The fourth reality is that these tests are a
thanks Allah and it becomes better for him; way f or our sins to be ex
and if something happens, he is patientanditt ahu 6éanha said that feve
is better for him. And this ONLY for the tree sheds its leaves.
muod mi n. The fifth and final reality is that these hard-

I f this Dunya was n dshipsare ehattdistinguishtthe betiewveds froma r d -
ships, then it would be the pious and the schalkhe insincere. Shumais ibn Ajlan radiallahu
ars and the prophets who would be leadingth@e anhu sai d that the pious
most comfortable lives. Instead, we see the both hidden by health. But when a calamity
shayateen leading these lives. What happenstiefalls, the two men are separated by the ac-
us happens by the wiltlioos Ahbahtbeyawakal ahd
is part of our eman to be pleased withwhat t he Qur 6an why a man t hin
Allah has decided for us. And how could we left alone and not tested if he says that he be-
think that we wono6t beses,twhkilethosadwhawamserbefdrehttes eerew h o
came before us, those who were BETTER  tested. This is what makes it known who are
than us, were tested and were tested more seruthful and who are lying.
verely. 0OAli radiallahu 6anhu o

There are a couple of realities about the mimbar and called out to the people something
tests that we go t hr tehgand the Rraphet salallahdl alayld wasallaana | i z
The first reality is that most of what befalsusonce say: oVerily, sabr i
i s due to our own S| Neadtothd bbdg. Wheh the read ésjcu off, treea i d
His book that whatever misfortune befalls on body falls. Verily, there is no eman for he who
us is because of what our hands haveearnedhas no patience. 0
But since we commit so many sins DAILY, we  There are two main keys to having patience
dondt know what si n in®urldeaThsfirshoge iothatwe bavdtdreal-i n g .

The second reality is that most people un-ize that everything that belongs to us really be-
derstand that when something bad is happendongs to Allaf it is just LOANED to us. We

ing to them, it is ahbdsnhothomgAblkdbreéeatrawa) a
But what we dondét reakei mayi favkeanowhemgsameer
thing good happens, itis ALSO atestfrom Al | ah 6azawajal. And sinc

Al l ah. Al l ah ©6azawa]j édlongs® llarg Heecah anythiagthe whets t e st s
with good blessings and evil calamities in ordavith it.

for that we may turn back to Him. Abdul Continued on Page 13

Malik ibn Ishhaaq said that there is no one
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The Stereotyping of Arabs

By Ashhar Ali
Stereotyping has historically been a key chanomadic wanderers shifted toward the more
acteristic of societies and individuals. Bydefe vi ol ent o0, revolutionary
nition, it refers t oterrordtéabesman reot hdve lsebnestarhpecea g r oL

members based solely on their membershipyet, it was a stepping stone in that process.

to the group. It has been a common feature By the early 20th century, with the boom of

of most societies and has even destroyed communication, western media had begun to

many in plagukke manners. Unfortunate as portray Arabs and Muslims stereotypically,

it may be at ti mes, aéspdaingthemtaygdestsictheundiviized i n e v
culture; they are vehicles for simplifying andgroup, violent, aggressive, and different. As
understanding a complex and unfamiliar Shaheen writes, OEver si
situationbé6. Il t 1 s a garet@acranki tiye urtkempteAcab teas dppeargrdr e s €
day with the treatment of Arabs in the U.S. as an uncivilized character, the cultural Other,

media, and has consequently led to its spreabmeone who appears and acts differently

amongst the general masses. Its roots are than the white Western protagonist, someone

aplenty, ands its presence common in manyof a different race, class, gender or national
disciplines of American society, especiallyas r i gi n o6 . Motion pictures
of recent. It serves as an example in exemplas The Sheik (1920) and Son of the Shaikh

fying how inequality and discrimination are (1926) which portrayed brutal slavers and

linked with, and often a direct result of, promiscuous Arab Muslim desert sheikhs.
stereotyping. With the oil boom of the middle 20th century
It is commonly thought that Arab stereotypes n t he Mi ddl e East, OHol

started only but a few decades ago. With  the 1920s became the oily sheikh of the

scenes of the Iranian Revolution and the  1970s and 1980s, and now the fanatical

Hostage Crisis still lingeringinthe mindsof 6 f undament al i std terror.i
American people, and more locally withthe ki | | i ng i nnocentsd. Scen
bombing of the World Trade Center in 1993,fanned the flames, as the negative portrayal

people generally refer back only a few dec- of Arabs was carried over to North America

ades ago to explain the history of Arab by means of the media. By the late 20th cen-
stereotyping. However, its roots are much tury, movies would typically feature Arabs

older dating back to the late 19th century anglaying one of three roles: billionaire,

into the 20th, where Arabs were depicted bybomber, belly dancer. Furthermore, movies

western countries as a violent, aggressive have, especially recently, portrayed women as
group. In many works of the renowned the veiled, faceless entity that is oppressed
Egyptian author Alabarti, including in his  and often abused. For example, In Not With-
famous chronicles, he refers to some of theseut my Daughter, a Muslim kidnaps and

ideas the French had when first entering intabuses his wife and daughter, and then

Egypt. As European colonialism took controlblames his religion, Islam, for his actions.

of much of the Middle East, the treatment of Films have played a strong role in imprinting

the Arab by ruling powers, starting as far  the stereotype of an Arab into the minds of

west as Morocco and east toward Saudi Arawestern audiences.

bia, was sub par. Stereotypes of the Arab aContinued on www.mygd.org



By Nora

Gothamy

has a short t life cycle of two
weeks. Mutant flies, with defects in any of
00 men! déwraldhousand genes are also readily ac-
Is a parable set forth! listen to cessible, and promote further understand-
it! Those on whom, besides Allah, ye call, ing of physiological manifestations of ge-
cannot create (even) a fly, if they all met netic variation.
together for the purpose! and if the fly
should snatch away anything from them, Drosophila is also very well understood and
they would have no powertoreleaseit easy t o manage because
from the fly. Feeble are those who petitionresearch model for nearly a century. In this
and t hose wh o(@l-Hajjh e ytime istuse ted to twd Nobel Prizes; in
Verse 73) 1933 to Thomas Hunt Morgan for identify-
Ing chromosomes as the vector of inheri-
This verse of the Quran quite clearly stategance for genes, and in 1995 to Ed Lewis,
that even if all creations were to gather to- Christiane NussleMolhard and Eric Wi-
gether for the sole purpose of creating eveeschaus.
a fly, they would not be able to do so with-
out God. The guestion is then, why a fly? More recently, the entire genome was also
The simplest responses may include that essequenced in March of 2000, making Dro-
fly is small, common, or perhaps simple sophila one of the first organisms to be

mi nded. Today ds s caomphetely $equenced (bg defoiiom ofthe s a n
practices, however, suggest that the answéfuman Genome Project). In addition to a
Is much more elaborate. compilation of results of all research studies

modeling Drosophila in the past one hun-
One of the most common species of fly is dred years, it is one of the most compre-
scientifically named Drosophila, commonlyhended organisms on the planet, and fur-
called a o6fruit f 1| ytherinsighis stihacaumgubatedrom a dailyf r e q u
in tropical regions, this type can be found ibasis.
deserts, tropical rainforest, cities, swamps,
and alpine zones. Drosophila is also one d@etailed information exists of its genetic
the most valuable and long applied organ-composition, behavioral patterns, statistics
isms in biological research, specifically de-on potential genetic mutations, environ-
velopmental biology and genetics. mental stimuli, life span and development

and more. So if someone were to attempt
Today, there are several thousand scientists create an organism, the easiest to pro-
studying various aspects of this fruitfly, fod uce may wel | be Drosop
which causes vary widely. Drosophilais on whom, besides God, ye call, cannot cre-
small, inexpensive, easy to keep in large ate (even) a fly, if they all met together for
numbers and culture in mass outofthe t h e p ur -plajsversed2) ( Al
wild, and

10



Our Hearts The Hive
By Nashia Choudhury By Ayesha Noorulla

Many Islamic scholars identified some There is a hive of wondrous bees
common sicknesses of your heart, whidHanging on a weary tree
distracts you from your goa¥ou need toCenturies pass and centuries go by
avoid these sicknesses, before they drivEhese bees keep coming my oh my!
you from Heaven to Hell. Extraordinary is its color and shape
But nothing compared to the honey in-
These are some common sicknesseside

Honey so beautifully golden,

1 You believe in the existence of Allahg$i)s ously flowing within this hive
but you do not fulfill His CommandS.For this, the bees live and die...

1 You say you love the Prophet Muhammad

(SAW), but you do not follow his Surpgsy are the bees of this very hive
T You read the Hol ¥yifdddof id the garBeh hearhyo U d 0

it into practice. _ Some never come backé
T You enjoy all the benefits fro_m Allah (ﬁej\wﬁ@,they knew the danger outside!

but you are not grateful to Him. Others come hurt, with broken wings
T You acknowledge Shaitan as your engiyydlitg to get back to the comfort of

you do not go against Him. the hive
1 You want to enter Paradise, but you ¢apflse they know, deep inside

work for it. That the miraculous honey can only re-

1 You do not want to be thrown into Hej|{je,.
but you do not try to run away from it.

T You gossip and find faults in others, g yatter what storm or tempest
forget your own faults and bad habitgomes by

T You bury the Dead, but you do not takgidegive will always stay alive!

sons from it. Nothingcan hurt it, no struggle or fight

T You believe that every living thing wi&€Ggise it is being protected by the
death, but you do not prepare(fmarit. greatest might!

Al-Quran Association). Sothe hive keeps growing...
And the honey keeps flowing...

OH-ALLAH (SWT)! GIVE US TAWFIQ And as | watch and see
TO RECTIFY THESE SICKNESSES, There is a hive of wondrous bees

AMIN. Hanging on a weary tree
Centuries pass and centuries go by
But the bees keep coming my oh my!
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Loving the Prophet (S)
By Alaa Abouabdalla

oNone of you believes unt.il he | oves me mor
ones selfdé are the words of the Prophet pea
Prophet Muhammad Salah Allahu Alihi waslam? How can one express his love of the Prophet?
What rewards does a person get for Il oving A
every Muslim, without 11t, a personds | man (
So how can a person obtain that love for the Prophet? In order for someone to prove their

love for the Prophet peace be upon him, a person has to follow and protect his ( pbuh) Sun-

nah, to continuously mention the Prophetos
meet him, loving the Prophetds family and c
Prophet Muhammad.

One day the Prophet and Umar went for a wal
said, o By AlIl ah, |l |l ove you O Prophet of A
your children, O Umar?06 Umar replied, o0Yes.
family?dé Umar replied, o0 Yes, O Prophet of
Money O Umar?¢é Umar replied again by saying
you | ove me more then yourself?06 Umar repl:.
Umar that his faith is incomplete unless he loves him ( peace be upon him) more than himself.

So Umar went out and stayed alone for a whi
O Prophet, | |l ove you more than mysel
In addition, a person can get re-
wards for loving the Prophet peace( \ | ' i
saysO And whoever Lucmys N =
and the Messengethose will be - I
has bestowed favour of the proph- Et ln“n I“e
ets, the steadfast affirmers of the |
And excellent are those as compan-
i ons NG s@aontedsy) IAGD Outreach Group
the Prophet more than anything,
and continue to mention the name
make Shafah (Intercession) for
them, they will drink from the foun-or information contact Suraiya Essack
granted company with the Prophet

Or the IAGD Outreach Group

Umar . 6 ( Meaning that now his faith iL comp
be upon him, in the Quran Allah ,lﬂiﬁmwcm.w
with the ones upon whom Allaah
truth, the martyrs and the righteous. Join
of Judgment those who truly loved
of the Prophet, the Prophet will Be the Change youwanttoseeinyom community
tain of Khawthr and a person wil bse essack@yahoo.com  or 248 -312 -0973
248 -852 -5657 ext. 39

peace be upon him in paradise.
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Continuations

Continued from Page 7

Thesecond key is that we must understand that this is not the place that we are going to be
living forever. We are only on a journey and the place that we are really going to be ling, the
REALL issue, is Jannah or Jahannam. This is where our main focus should be.

May Al |l ah O6azawaj al guide wus all, hel p us i
us Jannatul Firdous. Ameen.

The MMBL
By Bilal Zaid|

This past February a group of brothers got together and sought to create a me-
dium through which brothers from all over the Michigan Muslim community could
come and meet new people, form new friendships, and most important, improve and
renew their relationship with Allah (SWT). This medium became known as the
Michigan Muslim Basketball League and has been a success ever since its inception.

Every week on Friday nights and Saturday mornings, teams from various parts
of the Michigan Muslim community come to IAGD to compete against other teams
in a friendly game of basketball. Prior to each game, a hadith of the Noble Prophet
(S.) is narrated to remind teams what they are really here for. The environment and
rules have been set up so as to promote as much of an Islamic environment as possi-
ble. Every single player is required to cover their awra, no exceptions, and if any
player is caught swearing at any time during the game, a technical foul is automati-
cally given to that player.

The bonds created extend to far more than just on the basketball court. When
the adhan is called for prayer, games are temporarily halted so that teams can go and
make salah. That in itself strengthens the brotherhood between each and every
player. Teams also get to meet the organizers of the league and vice versa. Everyone
gets to |l earn about each personds fami/|l
from, and their specific goals and interests in life.

The establishment of this league has been success looked at from any angle. We
must never forget that this league was only created because Allah (SWT) instilled the
power, energy, and effort into those who were willing to make it happen. It was in
All ahds (SWT) plan to have this | eague
and Allah (SWT) is the best of all planners. May Allah (SWT) have mercy on all the
players and organizers who make this league what it has become and may Allah
(SWT) continue to bless this league in ways never imaginable. Ameen.
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A Lesson from English Class
By Ebrahim Varachia

As | sat in English class one sunny afternoon,next morning Pahom walks very far and attains
my teacher passed out a story and | began toa great deal of land, but his heart is not content
read. The story was entitled "How Much Land enough, and continues to wahe soon real-
Does a Man Really Need" and was written byizes it is getting late and he is far from the hill,
Leo Tolstoy.My teacher mentioned we can  and he hastily rushes back to the hill before
pull a life lesson from the story and as | read Isunset.Soon he is overcome with exhaustion
wondered a little bit of how this story was eveand is almost going to give up, when he sees
slightly related to me. The story takes place irttae hill in the distance and the sun is close to
smal | t o wlhspokenof almta) O 6 s setting.He struggles and uses all his remaining
named Pahom who was in search of lal@d.  energy, he has given up so much for this piece
started with no land and was content, but wasof land, and he finally makes it to the top of
one day granted some lakte was a good the hill and has acquired the greatest piece of
and kind man, seeking nothing much in this land a man has ever h&dl this work has

world. The story mentions how he was kind tomade him so exhausted that he collapses and
his neighbors but with this land he became dies. The last line of the story says:

corrupt. It says the devil got to him and with "His servant picked up the spade and dug a
this land he started taxing his long term grave long enough for Pahom to lie in, and
neighbors for trespassing on his prop- buried him in it.Six feet from his head to his
erty. This was ironic because at one time he heels was all he needed.”

was so kind to his neighbors, and they never | read this story and sat back in my seat think-
taxed him, but now with some land and poweiing of the lesson learned todapu see even

he took advantage of thers the devil talks  Tolstoy knows the meaning of life and creates
to him, and greed gets to his heart, he finds the moral at the end of the stdfirstly he

some more land that is for sate hires his shows that the Devil came to even a good

son out for work, sells his pride possessions, humble man and corrupted his heB#t.the

and Pahom, a man of no debt borrows monee nd it was Pahomds heart
for the first time.He soon has enough money with the land and therefore he continued walk-
to purchase this new spectacular piece of landhg making him rush back and eventually die of
but as he moves in he is informed of a tribe inoverexertion.The Shaytan attacks us all slowly
an area far away from his home, that has bettand knows ways of deception to lead us astray.
and cheaper land for saWithout thinking Tolstoy also said that man works so hard for
twice, he packs up, leaves his family, and  their prized possessions in this world yet they
moves on, in what has become a need of morake nothing whenthey die.ol st oy wasnot
land. As he arrives, he runs to the chief of theMuslim, and even he understood the reality of
tribe to inquire on how much land he can pur-this Dunya.So as we live in this world, we
chase He is surprised to find that the land work hard to achieve everything in it, forget-
cost near to nothing and he can get as much &gag the fact that one day we too will perish

he wantsThere was one rule, hewastowalkkand t hat all wedve worked
from sunrise starting on the hill, he can walk asothing with us but our faittSo prepare for

far as he wishes and at every corner to mark the next world and in this world take what suf-
off his land he must have hisservantdiga f i ces you and dondt | et g
small hole to show this is his laAd.the end

he must return to the hill before sungéte
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20 years ago, an organization was formed.
It was formed for the youth, by the youth.
In those 20 years, it has enriched the lives of many,
Kept many on the Straight Path,
And guided many others to the Light.
20 years ago, a youth decided
That our community is missing something
And so, that youth formed a youth group.
And today, that youth group is known as
THE MUSLIM YOUTH OF GREATER DETROIT

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Khairunnisa Quraishi, D.D.S., P.C.

37184 Dequindre Road, Sterling Heights, Ml 48310

Phone: (586) 972042
Fax: (586) 978505
Pager: (586) 747278

1 Free Initial Consultation 1 Bleaching 10% off

1 All Phases of Dentistry (coupon must be present)
Available 7 TMJ

1 Root Canal 1 Oral Surgery

1 Gum Surgery 1 Cosmetic Filling

1 Implants 1 Intraoral video imaging

Most Insurances Accepted.
Saturday & Evening
Appointments Available
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