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The Mission of  MYGD 

MYGD is a nonprofit or-

ganization created for and 

by the youth. Our mission 

is to serve Muslim youth 

and to create an environ-

ment in which they can 

come together to increase 

their faith. 

 

About Expressions 

MYGD publishes a maga-

zine, called Expressions, 

three times a year.  The 

magazine is distributed, 

free of  charge, to the 

community.  Everything 

in Expressions is written 

by the Muslim youth in 

the Metro Detroit 

area.  Expressions pro-

vides the youth with a 

chance to display their tal-

ents and creativity for the 

whole community to en-

joy.  

 

Visit MYGDõs website at 

www.mygd.org 

Assalam Alaikum Wa Rahmat    

Ullahi Wabarakatuhu, 

We hope that this issue of  Expres-
sions reaches you in the best of  
health and iman.  This edition will 
focus on the theme of  Learning 
from the Past, Stepping into the 
Future.  We hope that in this 
month, you will discover the Sun-
nah of  the Prophet (S), through 
not only Expressions, but the 
MYGD Annual Fundraising Din-
ner. 
 
Since this is the last issue of  Ex-
pressions of  the school year, we 
have decided to ask all graduating 
seniors where they will be going 
for college and their major.  Please 
pray for the Seniors to keep them 
on the Straight Path and 
strengthen their Iman. 
We would like to thank everyone 
who submitted their works to      
Expressions, whether it be an arti-
cle, review, or drawing.  InshaAl-
lah, you will be rewarded for your 
time and effort.  In this edition we 
changed and added many things.  
There is always room for improve-

ment, new ideas to be tested, and 
help needed.  If  you have any sug-
gestions, please contact one of  the 
editors.   
 
It has been a great pleasure to be 
your Expressions Editors for this 
year.  If  there was anything good 
that we have done, it has come 
from Allah (SWT), and any bad 
comes from ourselves alone.  
Please forgive us for anything we 
may have done that has offended 
you, and keep us in your duõas. 
And so, the Expressions staff  
proudly presents the last issue of  
this year.  Enjoy! 
 
JazakAllah Khair, 
 
Bilal Zaidi 
Faisal Chaudhry 
Nashia Choudhury 
Expressions Editors 
 
PS:  Also, Congratulations to the 
Best Submission Winner. Their ar-
ticle is on the opposite page! 

LETTER FROM THE  

EDITORS 

  Best Submission Contest Winner:Best Submission Contest Winner:  
Sara YousufSara Yousuf  
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Expressions held the third 

 ever òBest Submission 

Contest.ó for this issue.   

All pieces of  work sub-

mitted to us by the dead-

line was automatically in 

the running for the òBest 

Submission.ó  We, the 

three editors, were the 

judges in the contest.  

 Sr. Sara Yousuf  won 

the contest, winning 

$50 and recognition in 

Expressions and the 

IAGD Newsletter.   

 

LETTER FROM THE  

EDITORS 

 As I look at the dark promising night sky, with puffy cotton clouds, and 
bright diamond stars, I wonder why Muslims are fighting Muslims. Like our 
red Saturn Vue plodding along the smooth highway, I say to myself, òWhen 
will the fighting stop? Why canõt life be smooth and straight like this highway? 
Why does it have to be full of twists and turns, boulders and hills? Is it my 
fault?ó And I ponder what our Ummah will be like in twenty years. 
 Iõm not writing about this topic because òmy parents made meó as 
some people would say, but because Iõve thought about it before, and I care 
about my religion. I want people, my generation, to walk on the right path to 
Jannah, Paradise, and not the wrong trail to Jahannam, Hell. 
 I think of the yellow blinking caution lights I saw earlier. Will our gen-
erationõs life be like that, in caution? Will they not know what theyõre doing, 
drinking, gambling, eating Haram, or  backbiting and gossiping? Will it be the 
future Muslimsõs fault? Or will there still be Masjids, Ramadan, and Halal food? 
Is Islam endangered? 
 When the car in front of us applies a sharp break, I wonder if the next 
generationõs Muslims will be able to do that when they are doing something 
wrong. Will they know or not? Are there going to be people who are going to 
read the Quran? 
  I wonder how Iõm going to let this go. I canõt do anything. But then I 
remember that with Allahõs help, the littlest people can change the world. Can 
I?   
Maybe I can. But for all I know, inshallah, Iõm going to set the goal of my life 
striving for Islam, and the Muslims of the next generation, because I donõt 
want innocent people to go to Jahannam because of me. I want them to go to 
Jannah with all of us in the Ummah. I may write plenty of books on this topic 
and give speeches. Iõm going to write newspaper articles and I hope it will be 
worldwide. Iõm going to do all this for the cause of Muslims, because I donõt 
want Islam to be extinct. I care about my religion, and Iõll do anything for it, 
even give up my life. Iõm going to work hard to raise the banner of the Al-
mighty. Will you? 
 Together we can change the world. If we all hold hands, inshallah, Allah 
will help us. I want to die working for the cause of Islam in faith. Donõt you?   

Our Ummah like a Highway 

Best Submission Contest Winner 
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Muõadh ibn Jabal radiallahu ôanhu said that the Messenger of Allah salallahu alayhi wasallam 
said: òLearn Al-Ilm (knowledge), for learning it is a type of Khashyah (fear) of Allah, seeking it 
is an act of worship, studying it is a type of Tasbih (glorification of Allah), searching for it is 
Jihad, teaching it to those who do not know it is charity and delivering it to those worthy of it 
an act of drawing closer (to Allah). 
      Knowledge is the reference guide to the allowed and disallowed, a light on the path for the 
people of Paradise, the companion during loneliness, the friend during estrangement, the con-
verser during seclusion, the guide in times of ease and times of difficulty, a weapon to use 
against the enemies and the quality that is valued by friends. Allah elevates some people by 
knowledge to the ranks of leaders in righteousness who are followed, their actions imitated and 
their opinions referred to. The angels long to attend their gatherings) of learning knowledge) 
and shade them with their wings. 
      Everything wet or dry, the fish in the sea and its creatures, beasts of prey and cattle that live 
on land and invoke Allah to forgive them (people of knowledge). Verily, this is because Ilm is 
the life of the hearts against ignorance and lamps of the eyes against darkness. With knowledge 
the slave reaches the ranks of the righteous and the elevated grades in this life and the hereaf-
ter. Thinking about knowledge is equivalent to Siyam and studying it is equivalent to Qiyam. 
      With knowledge, ties of kinship are kept and the allowed and prohibited become distin-
guished. It is the Imam (Leader) of all actions and all actions follow its lead. Only the happy 
ones are endowed with knowledge while the miserable oneõs are deprived of it.ó 

The Virtue of  Seeking Knowledge 

 This year the MYGD sisterõs re-introduced the òMother Daughter Lunch.ó Weeks 
of planning was put into the event, and the sisterõs publicized to ever auntie and sis-
ter they knew or ran into. The program started at 12:00 PM, and an introduction and 
welcome was given by one of  the sisters, after which there was a fashion show which 
included all of  the participates who signed up when registering for the event. The 
fashion show consisted of  shalwar kameez, langas, and Arabic clothing. After an en-
tertaining game of  hot potato, lunch was served. After which both aunties and girls 
were encouraged to visit the gym area to participate in games like, musical chairs, 
òpin the crescent on the mosque,ó tug of war, face paint, relay racing and a scavenger 
hunt for the children. There were some doubts voiced about whether or not aunties 
would actually want to play the games, but it was proven by this event, that aunties 
could have possibly had more fun the youth. Prizes where handed out to winners of  
every game, and after a while, no one really cared about the prizes, rather about hav-
ing fun. This event is probably the most entertaining and fun event for the MYGD 
girls to put together, because by the time the event is over we are not complaining 
about our feet or clothes, rather we are complaining that the guests left to early, and 
we wished the could have stayed longer. This year was a success and inshallah next 
year will be bigger and better.  

Mother Daughter Lunch Review 
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      Iõve heard the answer countless times, 
but it still shocks me: òMy parents wonõt let 
me.ó  And the question may surprise 
you.   No, it wasnõt òCan you come to the 
movies with us later?ó or òDo you want to 
play ball with us Friday night?ó.  It was, 
òCan you come to the halaqa after Maghrib 
at the Masjid?ó.  Why would any parents 
limit their children from becoming stronger 
Muslims or spending time at the masjid? 
      Iõve never found the answer. Maybe they 
feel that their kids wonõt be able to handle 
their schoolwork if they come to the masjid 
too often.  So how can you explain that year 
after year, the most active MYGD members 
are almost always also at the top of their 
class? Why did four of last yearõs board 
members attend one of the most prestigious 
colleges in Michigan, the University of 
Michigan ð Ann Arbor? 
      Perhaps the aforementioned parents feel 
that they donõt want their child to become 
too extreme; they want them to be moderate 
Americans, and good citizens. And in that 
respect, they are correct.  The Muslim 
should always take the middle path.  But, a 
few extra hours at the masjid hardly makes 
one extreme.  Not allowing your child to 
come to the masjid to study Islam can be 
considered extreme also, just on the oppo-
site side.  And some scholars even allow 
children to disobey their parents if the par-
ents are stopping them from fulfilling the 
Sunnah, such as coming to the masjid for 
prayer.  Not to mention that the Prophet (S) 
was the best citizen, and coming to the mas-
jid to learn from his teachings can only im-
prove our character and behavior. 
      Another excuse is that parents are too 
busy to drive their child to the masjid all the 

time.  A noble justification, no doubt.  The 
parents should be applauded for their end-
less struggles in supporting the child.  But 
where does all that hard work that needs to 
be done go when the child asks if they can 
participate in an after school activity (one 
that will raise the studentsõ chance of being 
accepted into college)?  Nowhere, I pre-
sume.  Obviously, when parents are willing 
to make the extra effort for their children, 
work can take a backseaté unless the extra 
effort involves apparently unimportant 
things, like religion. 
      One more excuse is that òMy parents 
think it is useless to come to the masjid so 
often.ó  This is the one that needs to be ad-
dressed immediately.  To be frank, someone 
who believes this is not only completely 
wrong from an Islamic perspective, but is 
also being completely naµve and a bad parent 
to think that a Muslim child can get through 
high school unscathed without a strong cir-
cle of Muslim friends to lean on and remind 
them of the straight path.  Iõve seen count-
less peers of mine succumb to peer pressure 
simply because their parents didnõt think 
that Islam should be a main priority.  Then, 
when the parents found out about what kind 
of things their child was doing, the child was 
punished, but to no avail.  People choose 
who they want to be at a young age; and 
when there is no one around to show them 
the examples of the Prophet (S), they turn to 
other role models that they find. 
      So the next time your son or daughter 
asks you if they can go the halaqa after 
Maghrib on Monday (brothers) or Friday 
(sisters), stop and think before you give the 
answer.  Because you may be changing your 
childõs life forever. 

The Parentsõ Role:  Bringing up Strong Muslims 

By Yousuf  Jukaku, MYGD Ameer 
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Poetry Corner

Poetry Corner  A Riddle As Old as 
Adam (A) 

By Marium Zafar 
 

It is the eye that sees shades, the 
heart is colorblind 
Both see the beauty Allahõs 
made; only one truly finds 
it all 
Because there is something puls-
ing in the heart 
Polarizing the darkness the eye 
can not part 
 
It lives in you 
You only live through it 
You only see through it 
It doesnõt see at all 
What is it? 
 
Youõll live and die 
It will never end  
You will choose your foes 
It will choose your friends 
What is it? 
 
It flows through History 
It flows through Blood 
It flows through Hurricanes 
It flows through Floods 
It pushes migrations of  endless 
nations 

 

It defines the genesis of  all 
creation 
Itõs beautiful and lasting 
Through prayer and fasting 
And best of  all, through thick 
and thin, 
though our colors be con-
trasting, 
it only sees the beauty within. 
What is it? 
 
What pushed the soldiers at 
Badr, 
But undying faith? 
What causes belief in Godõs 
Qadr, 
But trusting blind faith? 
What started with Adam Alai-
hisSalam, 
And pulses till now but our 
faith in Islam? 
 
My companion is white. 
My companion is black. 
Some teeming and full 
Of  what the rest of  us lack 
Each one of  my friends 
more fine than the next 
édoes it matter at all? 
Only God knows whoõs best.  
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 There are two stages in EVERY-
BODYõs life: when good is happening to them 
and when bad is happening to them. During 
the good times, one must do shukr to Allah 
ôazawajal; and during the bad times, one must 
have sabr. With sabr and shukr in a personõs 
life, he will have NO worries, inshallah. 
      The Prophet Muhammad salallahu alayhi 
wasallam said that all affairs of a muõmin are 
good for himñif something good happens, he 
thanks Allah and it becomes better for him; 
and if something happens, he is patient and it 
is better for him. And this ONLY for the 
muõmin. 
      If this Dunya wasnõt about tests and hard-
ships, then it would be the pious and the schol-
ars and the prophets who would be leading the 
most comfortable lives. Instead, we see the 
shayateen leading these lives. What happens to 
us happens by the will of Allah ôazawajal and it 
is part of our eman to be pleased with what 
Allah has decided for us. And how could we 
think that we wonõt be tested when those who 
came before us, those who were BETTER 
than us, were tested and were tested more se-
verely. 
      There are a couple of realities about the 
tests that we go through that we donõt realize. 
The first reality is that most of what befalls us 
is due to our own SINS. Allah ôazawajal said in 
His book that whatever misfortune befalls on 
us is because of what our hands have earned. 
But since we commit so many sins DAILY, we 
donõt know what sin is causing our suffering. 
      The second reality is that most people un-
derstand that when something bad is happen-
ing to them, it is a test from Allah ôazawajal. 
But what we donõt realize is that when some-
thing good happens, it is ALSO a test from 
Allah. Allah ôazawajal revealed that He tests 
with good blessings and evil calamities in order 
for that we may turn back to Him. Abdul 
Malik ibn Ishhaaq said that there is no one 

who is NOT tested with health and prosperity 
to measure how thankful they are with those 
two things. 
      The third reality is that patience must hap-
pen from the very beginningñpatience doesnõt 
come a few hours or a day later. The Prophet 
Muhammad salallahu alayhi wasallam said that 
sabr id only REAL sabr when it is practiced at 
the first hit of the news. 
      The fourth reality is that these tests are a 
way for our sins to be expiated. Aõisha radial-
lahu ôanha said that fever sheds away sins like a 
tree sheds its leaves. 
      The fifth and final reality is that these hard-
ships are what distinguish the believers from 
the insincere. Shumais ibn Ajlan radiallahu 
ôanhu said that the pious and the ungrateful are 
both hidden by health. But when a calamity 
befalls, the two men are separated by the ac-
tions that they take. Allah ôazawajal also asks in 
the Qurõan why a man thinks that he will be 
left alone and not tested if he says that he be-
lieves, while those who came before them were 
tested. This is what makes it known who are 
truthful and who are lying. 
      òAli radiallahu ôanhu once stood on the 
mimbar and called out to the people something 
he heard the Prophet salallahu alayhi wasallam 
once say: òVerily, sabr is to eman like what the 
head to the body. When the head is cut off, the 
body falls. Verily, there is no eman for he who 
has no patience.ó 
      There are two main keys to having patience 
in our life. The first one is that we have to real-
ize that everything that belongs to us really be-
longs to Allahñit is just LOANED to us. We 
had nothing before this niõmah (blessing) and 
we may have nothing after it if we donõt thank 
Allah ôazawajal. And since everything already 
belongs to Allah, He can anything he wants 
with it. 
Continued on Page 13 

Sabr vs. Shukr 

A. Amatullah 
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Stereotyping has historically been a key char-
acteristic of societies and individuals. By defi-
nition, it refers to ideas held about a groupõs 
members based solely on their membership 
to the group. It has been a common feature 
of most societies and has even destroyed 
many in plague-like manners. Unfortunate as 
it may be at times, òstereotypes exist in every 
culture; they are vehicles for simplifying and 
understanding a complex and unfamiliar 
situationó. It is a reality especially present to-
day with the treatment of Arabs in the U.S. 
media, and has consequently led to its spread 
amongst the general masses. Its roots are 
aplenty, ands its presence common in many 
disciplines of American society, especially as 
of recent. It serves as an example in exempli-
fying how inequality and discrimination are 
linked with, and often a direct result of, 
stereotyping.  
It is commonly thought that Arab stereotypes 
started only but a few decades ago. With 
scenes of the Iranian Revolution and the 
Hostage Crisis still lingering in the minds of 
American people, and more locally with the 
bombing of the World Trade Center in 1993, 
people generally refer back only a few dec-
ades ago to explain the history of Arab 
stereotyping. However, its roots are much 
older dating back to the late 19th century and 
into the 20th, where Arabs were depicted by 
western countries as a violent, aggressive 
group. In many works of the renowned 
Egyptian author Al-Jabarti, including in his 
famous chronicles, he refers to some of these 
ideas the French had when first entering into 
Egypt. As European colonialism took control 
of much of the Middle East, the treatment of 
the Arab by ruling powers, starting as far 
west as Morocco and east toward Saudi Ara-
bia, was sub par. Stereotypes of the Arab as 

nomadic wanderers shifted toward the more 
òviolentó, revolutionary Arab. Although the 
terrorist label may not have been stamped 
yet, it was a stepping stone in that process.    
By the early 20th century, with the boom of 
communication, western media had begun to 
portray Arabs and Muslims stereotypically, 
associating them as a distinctly uncivilized 
group, violent, aggressive, and different. As 
Shaheen writes, òEver since the camera be-
gan to crank, the unkempt Arab has appeared 
as an uncivilized character, the cultural Other, 
someone who appears and acts differently 
than the white Western protagonist, someone 
of a different race, class, gender or national 
originó. Motion pictures of the twenties, such 
as The Sheik (1920) and Son of the Shaikh 
(1926) which portrayed brutal slavers and 
promiscuous Arab Muslim desert sheikhs. 
With the oil boom of the middle 20th century 
in the Middle East, òHollywoodõs sheikh of 
the 1920s became the oily sheikh of the 
1970s and 1980s, and now the fanatical 
ôfundamentalistõ terrorist who prays before 
killing innocentsó. Scenes such as these only 
fanned the flames, as the negative portrayal 
of Arabs was carried over to North America 
by means of the media. By the late 20th cen-
tury, movies would typically feature Arabs 
playing one of three roles: billionaire, 
bomber, belly dancer. Furthermore, movies 
have, especially recently, portrayed women as 
the veiled, faceless entity that is oppressed 
and often abused. For example, In Not With-
out my Daughter, a Muslim kidnaps and 
abuses his wife and daughter, and then 
blames his religion, Islam, for his actions. 
Films have played a strong role in imprinting 
the stereotype of an Arab into the minds of 
western audiences.  
Continued on www.mygd.org 

The Stereotyping of  Arabs 

By Ashhar Ali 
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òO men! Here 
is a parable set forth! listen to 

it! Those on whom, besides Allah, ye call, 
cannot create (even) a fly, if they all met 
together for the purpose! and if the fly 
should snatch away anything from them, 
they would have no power to release it 
from the fly. Feeble are those who petition 
and those whom they petition!ó  (Al-Hajj, 
Verse 73) 
 
This verse of the Quran quite clearly states 
that even if all creations were to gather to-
gether for the sole purpose of creating even 
a fly, they would not be able to do so with-
out God.  The question is then, why a fly?  
The simplest responses may include that a 
fly is small, common, or perhaps simple 
minded.  Todayõs scientific discoveries and 
practices, however, suggest that the answer 
is much more elaborate. 
 
One of the most common species of fly is 
scientifically named Drosophila, commonly 
called a ôfruit flyõ.  Although most frequent 
in tropical regions, this type can be found in 
deserts, tropical rainforest, cities, swamps, 
and alpine zones.  Drosophila is also one of 
the most valuable and long applied organ-
isms in biological research, specifically de-
velopmental biology and genetics.  
 
Today, there are several thousand scientists 
studying various aspects of this fruit fly, for 
which causes vary widely.  Drosophila is 
small, inexpensive, easy to keep in large 
numbers and culture in mass out of the 
wild, and  

has a short t life cycle of two 
weeks.   Mutant flies, with defects in any of 
several thousand genes are also readily ac-
cessible, and promote further understand-
ing of physiological manifestations of ge-
netic variation.   
 
Drosophila is also very well understood and 
easy to manage because itõs been used as a 
research model for nearly a century.  In this 
time its use led to two Nobel Prizes; in 
1933 to Thomas Hunt Morgan for identify-
ing chromosomes as the vector of inheri-
tance for genes, and in 1995 to Ed Lewis, 
Christiane Nusslein-Volhard and Eric Wi-
eschaus.   
 
More recently, the entire genome was also 
sequenced in March of 2000, making Dro-
sophila one of the first organisms to be 
completely sequenced (by definition of the 
Human Genome Project).  In addition to a 
compilation of results of all research studies 
modeling Drosophila in the past one hun-
dred years, it is one of the most compre-
hended organisms on the planet, and fur-
ther insight is still accumulated on a daily 
basis.   
 
Detailed information exists of its genetic 
composition, behavioral patterns, statistics 
on potential genetic mutations, environ-
mental stimuli, life span and development 
and more.  So if someone were to attempt 
to create an organism, the easiest to pro-
duce may well be Drosophila.  Yet, òThose 
on whom, besides God, ye call, cannot cre-
ate (even) a fly, if they all met together for 
the purpose!ó (Al-Hajj, Verse 72) 

By Nora 

Gothamy A Word from 
A Word from 

the Alumni
the Alumni   
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There is a hive of  wondrous bees 
Hanging on a weary tree 
Centuries pass and centuries go by 
These bees keep coming my oh my! 
Extraordinary is its color and shape 
But nothing compared to the honey in-
side 
Honey so beautifully golden, 
so lusciously flowing within this hive 
For this, the bees live and die... 
  
Busy are the bees of  this very hive 
Flying about in the garden nearby 
Some never come backé 
If  only they knew the danger outside! 
Others come hurt, with broken wings 
Struggling to get back to the comfort of  
the hive 
Because they know, deep inside 
That the miraculous honey can only re-
vive... 
  
No matter what storm or tempest 
comes by 
This hive will always stay alive! 
Nothing can hurt it, no struggle or fight 
Because it is being protected by the 
greatest might! 
So the hive keeps growing... 
And the honey keeps flowing... 
  
And as I watch and see, 
There is a hive of  wondrous bees 
Hanging on a weary tree 
Centuries pass and centuries go by 
But the bees keep coming my oh my! 

The Hive 

By Ayesha Noorulla 

Many Islamic scholars identified some 
common sicknesses of  your heart, which 
distracts you from your goals.  You need to 
avoid these sicknesses, before they drive 
you from Heaven to Hell.    

These are some common sicknesses:  

¶ You believe in the existence of  Allah (SWT), 
but you do not fulfill His Commands. 

¶ You say you love the Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW), but you do not follow his Sunnah. 

¶ You read the Holy Qurõan, but you do not put 
it into practice. 

¶ You enjoy all the benefits from Allah (SWT), 
but you are not grateful to Him. 

¶ You acknowledge Shaitan as your enemy, but 
you do not go against Him. 

¶ You want to enter Paradise, but you do not 
work for it. 

¶ You do not want to be thrown into Hellfire, 
but you do not try to run away from it. 

¶ You gossip and find faults in others, but you 
forget your own faults and bad habits. 

¶ You bury the Dead, but you do not take les-
sons from it.  

¶ You believe that every living thing will face 
death, but you do not prepare for it.     (Dar 
Al-Quran Association). 

  

OH-ALLAH (SWT)! GIVE US TAWFIQ 
TO RECTIFY THESE SICKNESSES, 
AMIN.  

Our Hearts 

By Nashia Choudhury 
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òNone of you believes until he loves me more than his children, his parents, all the people and 
ones selfó are the words of the Prophet peace be upon him. What does it mean to love the 
Prophet Muhammad Salah Allahu Alihi waslam? How can one express his love of the Prophet? 
What rewards does a person get for loving Allahõs messenger? Loving the Prophet is a must for 
every Muslim, without it, a personõs Iman (faith) is incomplete. 
So how can a person obtain that love for the Prophet? In order for someone to prove their 
love for the Prophet peace be upon him, a person has to follow and protect his ( pbuh) Sun-
nah, to continuously mention the Prophetõs name, to love him more than oneself, longing to 
meet him, loving the Prophetõs family and companions and finally visiting the grave of the 
Prophet Muhammad. 
One day the Prophet and Umar went for a walk, and the Prophet held Umarõs hand, Umar 
said, ò By Allah, I love you O Prophet of Allah.ó The Prophet then asked him, ò More than 
your children, O Umar?ó Umar replied, òYes.ó The Prophet then asked him, ò More than your 
family?ó Umar replied, ò Yes, O Prophet of Allah.ó The Prophet then asked, òMore than your 
Money O Umar?ó Umar replied again by saying yes, and finally the Prophet asked him, ò Do 
you love me more then yourself?ó Umar replied, òNo, O Prophet of Allah.ó The Prophet told 
Umar that his faith is incomplete unless he loves him ( peace be upon him) more than himself. 
So Umar went out and stayed alone for a while, and came back to the Prophet and told him, ò 
O Prophet, I love you more than myself.ó The Prophet then replied, òNow, O Umar. Now, O 
Umar.ó ( Meaning that now his faith is complete). 
In addition, a person can get re-
wards for loving the Prophet peace 
be upon him, in the Quran Allah 
says;  òAnd whoever obeys Allaah 
and the Messenger - those will be 
with the ones upon whom Allaah 
has bestowed favour of the proph-
ets, the steadfast affirmers of the 
truth, the martyrs and the righteous. 
And excellent are those as compan-
ions.ó (An-Nisaaõ: 69).  On the day 
of Judgment those who truly loved 
the Prophet more than anything, 
and continue to mention the name 
of the Prophet, the Prophet will 
make Shafah (Intercession) for 
them, they will drink from the foun-
tain of Khawthr and a person will be 
granted company with the Prophet 
peace be upon him in paradise. 
 

Loving the Prophet (S) 

By Alaa Abouabdalla 
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248 -852 -5657 ext. 39  
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Continued from Page 7 
The second key is that we must understand that this is not the place that we are going to be 
living forever. We are only on a journey and the place that we are really going to be ling, the 
REALL issue, is Jannah or Jahannam. This is where our main focus should be.  
May Allah ôazawajal guide us all, help us incorporate sabr and shukr in our own lives, and give 
us Jannatul Firdous. Ameen. 

Continuations 

The MMBL  

By Bilal Zaidi 

      This past February a group of  brothers got together and sought to create a me-
dium through which brothers from all over the Michigan Muslim community could 
come and meet new people, form new friendships, and most important, improve and 
renew their relationship with Allah (SWT). This medium became known as the 
Michigan Muslim Basketball League and has been a success ever since its inception. 
      Every week on Friday nights and Saturday mornings, teams from various parts 
of  the Michigan Muslim community come to IAGD to compete against other teams 
in a friendly game of  basketball. Prior to each game, a hadith of  the Noble Prophet 
(S.) is narrated to remind teams what they are really here for. The environment and 
rules have been set up so as to promote as much of  an Islamic environment as possi-
ble. Every single player is required to cover their awra, no exceptions, and if  any 
player is caught swearing at any time during the game, a technical foul is automati-
cally given to that player. 
      The bonds created extend to far more than just on the basketball court. When 
the adhan is called for prayer, games are temporarily halted so that teams can go and 
make salah. That in itself  strengthens the brotherhood between each and every 
player. Teams also get to meet the organizers of  the league and vice versa. Everyone 
gets to learn about each personõs family background, the specific community they are 
from, and their specific goals and interests in life. 
      The establishment of  this league has been success looked at from any angle. We 
must never forget that this league was only created because Allah (SWT) instilled the 
power, energy, and effort into those who were willing to make it happen. It was in 
Allahõs (SWT) plan to have this league made and indeed Allahõs (SWT) plan is perfect 
and Allah (SWT) is the best of  all planners. May Allah (SWT) have mercy on all the 
players and organizers who make this league what it has become and may Allah 
(SWT) continue to bless this league in ways never imaginable. Ameen. 
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As I sat in English class one sunny afternoon, 
my teacher passed out a story and I began to 
read.  The story was entitled "How Much Land 
Does a Man Really Need" and was written by 
Leo Tolstoy.  My teacher mentioned we can 
pull a life lesson from the story and as I read I 
wondered a little bit of how this story was even 
slightly related to me. The story takes place in a 
small town in 1800õs.  It spoke of a man, 
named Pahom who was in search of land.  He 
started with no land and was content, but was 
one day granted some land.  He was a good 
and kind man, seeking nothing much in this 
world.  The story mentions how he was kind to 
his neighbors but with this land he became 
corrupt.  It says the devil got to him and with 
this land he started taxing his long term 
neighbors for trespassing on his prop-
erty.  This was ironic because at one time he 
was so kind to his neighbors, and they never 
taxed him, but now with some land and power, 
he took advantage of them.  As the devil talks 
to him, and greed gets to his heart, he finds 
some more land that is for sale.  He hires his 
son out for work, sells his pride possessions, 
and Pahom, a man of no debt borrows money 
for the first time.  He soon has enough money 
to purchase this new spectacular piece of land, 
but as he moves in he is informed of a tribe in 
an area far away from his home, that has better 
and cheaper land for sale.  Without thinking 
twice, he packs up, leaves his family, and 
moves on, in what has become a need of more 
land.  As he arrives, he runs to the chief of the 
tribe to inquire on how much land he can pur-
chase.  He is surprised to find that the land 
cost near to nothing and he can get as much as 
he wants.  There was one rule, he was to walk 
from sunrise starting on the hill, he can walk as 
far as he wishes and at every corner to mark 
off his land he must have his servant dig a 
small hole to show this is his land.  At the end 
he must return to the hill before sunset.  The 

next morning Pahom walks very far and attains 
a great deal of land, but his heart is not content 
enough, and continues to walk.  He soon real-
izes it is getting late and he is far from the hill, 
and he hastily rushes back to the hill before 
sunset.  Soon he is overcome with exhaustion 
and is almost going to give up, when he sees 
the hill in the distance and the sun is close to 
setting.  He struggles and uses all his remaining 
energy, he has given up so much for this piece 
of land, and he finally makes it to the top of 
the hill and has acquired the greatest piece of 
land a man has ever had.  All this work has 
made him so exhausted that he collapses and 
dies.  The last line of the story says: 
"His servant picked up the spade and dug a 
grave long enough for Pahom to lie in, and 
buried him in it.  Six feet from his head to his 
heels was all he needed." 
I read this story and sat back in my seat think-
ing of the lesson learned today.  You see even 
Tolstoy knows the meaning of life and creates 
the moral at the end of the story. Firstly he 
shows that the Devil came to even a good 
humble man and corrupted his heart.  By the 
end it was Pahomõs heart that wasnõt content 
with the land and therefore he continued walk-
ing making him rush back and eventually die of 
overexertion.  The Shaytan attacks us all slowly 
and knows ways of deception to lead us astray. 
Tolstoy also said that man works so hard for 
their prized possessions in this world yet they 
take nothing when they die.  Tolstoy wasnõt a 
Muslim, and even he understood the reality of 
this Dunya.  So as we live in this world, we 
work hard to achieve everything in it, forget-
ting the fact that one day we too will perish 
and that all weõve worked for is gone. We take 
nothing with us but our faith.  So prepare for 
the next world and in this world take what suf-
fices you and donõt let greed overcome you. 

A Lesson from English Class 

By Ebrahim Varachia 
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Family and Cosmetic Dentistry 

Khairunnisa Quraishi, D.D.S., P.C.  
37184 Dequindre Road, Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

 
Phone: (586) 978-2042 

Fax: (586) 978-2505 
Pager: (586) 770-7278 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most Insurances Accepted. 
Saturday & Evening 

Appointments Available 

¶ Free Initial Consultation 
¶ All Phases of  Dentistry 
     Available  
¶ Root Canal 
¶ Gum Surgery 
¶ Implants 

¶ Bleaching 10% off 
   (coupon must be present) 
¶ TMJ 
¶ Oral Surgery 
¶ Cosmetic Filling 
¶ Intraoral video imaging 

20 years ago, an organization was formed. 

It was formed for the youth, by the youth. 

In those 20 years, it has enriched the lives of  many, 

Kept many on the Straight Path, 

And guided many others to the Light. 

20 years ago, a youth decided 

That our community is missing something 

And so, that youth formed a youth group. 

And today, that youth group is known as 

THE MUSLIM YOUTH OF GREATER DETROIT  
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